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Introduction 

This report will mainly highlight takeaways from the 9th WUF relevant to UNOPS activities in general 
and in the Caribbean and Latin American region in particular.  A brief summary will be given for all 
main events and additionally for some of the networking, training and side events that were 
attended with relevance for the Caribbean region. The report is structured by conference day and 
each day-report will carry some key takeaways and recommendations.  

At the 9th World Urban Forum in Kuala Lumpur, more than 22.000 participants from 165 countries, 
among them more than 100 Ministers and Deputy Ministers, debated in over 500 different events 
concrete steps for the implementation of UN’s New Urban Agenda. The WUF9 Exhibition Centre 
hosted more than 130 exhibiting organizations and institutions from all over the world. 

At WUF9, a lot of action-oriented work for the implementation of the New Urban Agenda was done. 
The New Urban Agenda is a truly universal agenda, concerning people from very different walks of 
life. 

The World Urban Forum (WUF) is a non-legislative technical forum convened by the United Nations 

Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) held since 2002. The Forum gathers a wide range of 

experts from every walk of life. Participants of the Forum include, but are not limited to, national, 

regional and local governments, non-governmental organizations, community-based organizations, 

professionals, research institutions and academies, professionals, private sector, development 

finance institutions, foundations, media and United Nations organizations and other international 

agencies. It is recognized as the foremost global arena for interaction among policymakers, local 

government leaders, non-governmental organizations and expert practitioners in the field of sustainable urban 

development and human settlements. 

The theme for the 9th WUF was ‘Cities 2030 – Cities for All: Implementing the New Urban Agenda’. 
It was the first public appearance for the new Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Ms Maimunah 
Mohd Sharif, former mayor of Penang city/Malaysia. 

mailto:info@territorialcapital.institute
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The New Urban Agenda (NUA) was adopted in October 2016 at the United 
Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development – 
Habitat III in Quito, Ecuador. It is a result of a unique consensus among all 
participating states. The document sets out a common vision and global 
standards for urban development in the coming decades. 

The NUA comes in at a critical moment, when the first time in history over 
half of the world’s population is residing in cities. Cities, if planned and 
managed well, will become the main tool for sustainable development and 
has a potential to be a solution to many of the challenges our planet is 
facing today. The NUA lays out the vision for future cities based on the 
science of urban development providing tools in crucial areas. 

WUF9 provided a great opportunity to garner the efforts of all relevant 
actors to deliberate on, identify and commit to implementation of concrete solutions for the 
transformative commitments made in the NUA (which are also fully aligned with the Sustainable 
Development Goals).  

Annex 1 contains the final declaration of WUF9. 

 

WUF9 Highlights 
 

Day 1 - Wednesday, 7 February 2018 
 

Three Assemblies convened on the first day. 

After a joint opening plenary, the Women’s 

Assembly, Business Assembly and the 

Children and Youth Assembly met in parallel 

throughout the day to discuss actions to 

advance the implementation of the NUA and 

SDG 11 on cities. Eduardo Moreno, UN-

Habitat, emphasized that harnessing 

technological innovation is essential in 

achieving sustainable development, and can 

have a transformative impact on how cities 

plan housing, transport, basic services, 

healthcare, education, and jobs for future 

generations. Panellists agreed that technology is essential to filling the local-level ‘data gap’ to help 

business and governments prioritize decisions and investments to meet sustainable development 

targets. Participants provided inputs on technology’s role in implementing the NUA and what is 

needed to ensure that cities capture the benefits of new technologies and innovations. Sameh 

Wahba, World Bank, noted the adoption of the 2030 Agenda and the NUA has provided a fresh 

impetus to strengthen partnerships with business towards enhanced, transformative investments in 

urban development. He added that sound fiscal performance of local governments is fundamental to 

achieving the NUA. Panellists discussed developing strong governance frameworks that allow 

financial institutions to engage more effectively with local municipalities, and the financial bias 

towards major urban centres with secondary cities lagging. Esther Mwaura-Muiru, Grassroots 

Figure 1 - Cover of New 
Urban Agenda document 

Figure 2 – Women’s Assembly meeting at WUF9 

http://habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda
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Organizations Operating Together in Sisterhood, emphasized that WUF9 is not just about SDG 11 but 

relates to all the SDGs, emphasizing that action on urban issues ‘will make or break’ the 2030 

Agenda. Children and youth representatives called for the active engagement of youth at all stages 

of decision-making in urban development, beyond tokenism. They urged moving away from a 

growth-cantered paradigm to one that is people and planet cantered, with human rights and justice 

at the core. 

Key takeaways and recommendations:  

- Growing demand/support for evidence-based and well-monitored integrated territorial 
planning and development with inclusive community participation (beyond tokenism); 

- Need for strong local SDG/NUA partnerships between all dynamic forces in society; 
- Turning the ‘business as usual’ vicious cycle into a ‘business as unusual’ virtuous cycle. 

 

Day 2 - Thursday, 8 February 2018 
 

In the morning, a Ministers’ Roundtable and 
a further two WUF Assemblies convened, 
representing local and regional 
governments, and grassroots organizations 
respectively. 

In the afternoon, Malaysian Prime Minister 
Najib Razak officially opened WUF9, 
accompanied by cultural dances and 
messages from several dignitaries. Rosario 
Robles, Secretary of Agricultural, Territorial 
and Urban Development, Mexico, 
emphasized the importance of urban 
development as a tool for reaching the SDG 
targets. She called for rethinking urban 

governance, and committing to ‘paradigm changes’ that provide citizens with higher standards of 
living. 

Networking Event 

 
‘Implementing the New Urban Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean’, organized by the  
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), UN-Habitat and the General 
Assembly of Ministers and High Authorities of Housing and Urban Development of Latin America and 
the Caribbean (MINURVI). The event briefed on projects in LAC that support the implementation and 
monitoring of the NUA and the SDGs, presenting key examples of actions led by governments at the 
national and local levels, as well as initiatives implemented by non-governmental stakeholders. The 
event also sought to strengthen existing partnerships, encourage new alliances and identify the 
potential for joint initiatives towards the successful implementation and monitoring of these 
agendas in the region. Cities and countries across LAC face the challenge of localizing the NUA and 
the 2030 Agenda and transforming objectives into concrete actions. Today, more than ever, the 
region needs roadmaps, strategies and tools to guide urban development towards sustainable, safe, 

Figure 3 - Opening ceremony WUF9 at KL Convention Centre 
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resilient and inclusive human settlements 
and cities for all. In the lead up to Habitat III, 
ECLAC, UN-Habitat and MINURVI reaffirmed 
their strategic partnership to support the 
implementation and monitoring of the NUA 
and the urban dimension of the SDGs in 
LAC. Together, these actors have 
coordinated the preparation of a Regional 
Action Plan (RAP) to provide a strategic 
framework and reference for the region's 
cities and human settlements and a tool for 
promoting the national and subnational 
implementation of the NUA and the SDGs in 
LAC. Recognizing the unique context and 
challenges faced by the Caribbean, the 
development of a Caribbean Subregional 
Action Plan will prioritize key areas and 
alternatives for intervention within the 

subregion. Finally, a LAC Urban and Cities 
Platform for the follow-up and monitoring of 
these agendas in the region is in its 
preliminary stages of development. A panel 
with representatives of La Paz and Quito 
presented case studies on relevant local 
initiatives; a representative from Cuba 
presented national level initiatives for 
mainstreaming global agendas within 
national policy, plans and programs; and a 
representative from the Centre for the 
Implementation of Public Policies Promoting 
Equity and Growth (CIPPEC) provided insight 
into ways the organization supports NUA 
implementation in Argentina through its 

review of national policies. The event concluded with Q&A session to exchange and discuss 
experiences and best practices.  

Contacts: Elkin Velasquez  (Elkin.Velasquez@unhabitat.org), UN-Habitat Director ROLAC – second 

left, Carol Archer (archer@utech.edu.jm), Professor in urban and regional planning – third from right 

and Sergio Blanco (sergio.blanco@onuhabitat.org), UN-Habitat ROLAC – first right.  

After talk with Sergio Blanco learned UN-Habitat is organizing a Caribbean Urban Forum in June 

2018. He would highly appreciate participation from all English and Dutch speaking Caribbean island 

governments. The Caribbean Urban Forum (CUF) is a three-day conference designed to address 

specific policy issues within the Caribbean urban sector. It brings together land use practitioners, 

policy makers, academics and allied professionals interested in urban and land management issues 

within the Caribbean in an effort to further advance land use planning and urban management 

within the Region. The Caribbean Urban Forum which is now in its 7th year is supported by the 

blueSpace – Caribbean Network for Urban and Land Management. 

Figure 4 - Argentinian minister Patricia Bullrich on LAC Cooperation 

Figure 5 - Panel discussing the LAC Roadmap to implement NUA 

http://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/42146/7/S1800032_en.pdf
http://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/42146/7/S1800032_en.pdf
http://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/42147/1/S1700845_en.pdf
http://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/42147/1/S1700845_en.pdf
mailto:Elkin.Velasquez@unhabitat.org
mailto:archer@utech.edu.jm
mailto:sergio.blanco@onuhabitat.org
file:///C:/Users/Frank/Documents/UNOPS/bluespacecaribbean.com/cuf/
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Key takeaways and recommendations:  

- Engage with ECLA/MINURVI on the Regional/Subregional NUA Implementation Plans for the 

Caribbean; 

- Engage in the upcoming Caribbean Urban Forum in June 2018. 

AFTER NOTE: a separate document has been drafted with key takeaways from the Caribbean Action 

Plan for the implementation of the NUA, with focus on Curaçao (but adjustable to other small island 

states in the region). Document can be obtained on demand.  

Day 3 - Friday, 9 February 2018 
 

Two high-level roundtables took place on 
Friday: ‘Cities for All with Housing at the 
Centre’ convened in the morning, and ‘The 
Urban Dimension in Climate Change Action’ 
in the afternoon. 

Participants took part in four special 
sessions during the day on: migration; land 
tenure; culture and diversity; and informal 
settlements and slum upgrading. Many 
other events were organized around the 
venue, including an art exhibition, 
consultations, and various side events. José 
Carrera, Development Bank of Latin 
America, highlighted the potential to 

address social exclusion through housing initiatives. He argued that questions of productivity are 
important for cities, which, he said, do not only provide goods and services but also create 
opportunities for investment, employment and growth. The co-chairs concluded that location, public 
spaces and access to services need to be considered when providing housing to all. They warned 
that inequality leads to anger and violence and makes cities uninhabitable. India stated that housing 
is fundamental to human existence, and that ‘we must act to provide it.’ Kobebe Taitai, Minister for 
Internal Affairs, Kiribati, said addressing climate change will involve changes in people’s social values, 
ethics and morals. He urged achieving ‘the bold scenario’ envisioned by the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change. Other speakers highlighted 
challenges for: developing practical standards for sustainable infrastructure construction; convincing 
investors that sustainable infrastructure poses fewer risks; dealing with uncertainty in planning 
‘smart cities’; and promoting urban resilience, for example, by planting trees not only as decorative 
elements but as part of an urban ecosystem. 

Training Event 
 
‘Urban Practitioners’ Networks for Better Urban Services – The Cases of Urban Mobility and Urban 
Renewal’, organized by Connective Cities/Deutscher Staedtetag. Experience shows that at global 
level cities are facing similar challenges for example regarding the mitigation of and adaption to 
climate change. They have an urgent need for learning about urban solutions to implement the NUA 
and to contribute to the achievement of the SDGs. Urban Mobility and Urban Renewal are two 
important areas of interventions, which require innovative solutions. On the other side, there are 
numerous cities with proven experience, not only in technical aspects, but also related to the 
process of how to implement the urban solutions. Cities' practitioners are already convinced that 

Figure 6 - New UN-Habitat ED and WUF9 delegates on a bike tour 
in Kuala Lumpur 
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they can learn a lot from each other. How can cities benefit more from existing urban solutions and 
from networking? How to apply networking effectively for the implementation of the NUA and the 
achievement to the SDG? How to co-create new knowledge by a community of urban practitioners? 
The process of the training workshop allowed to exchange on urgent challenges of urban 
development in view of capacity development needs. It presented learning opportunities for cities 

how to achieve the SDG and to implement the 
NUA. Exchanging experiences in the fields of 
Urban Mobility and Urban Renewal, 
participants of this workshop learned about 
Good Practices for urban solutions and apply 
the peer-to-peer-advisory method in two fields 
of interaction, and, at the same time, reflect 
on learning methodology and the use of 
networking. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Side Event 
 
‘The need for new alliances between urban, peri-urban and rural areas ? Towards integrated 
territorial planning’, was organized by the French Alliance for Cities and Territorial Development. 
Both the SDGs and NUA stress the need to revisit urban-rural linkages and approaches to territorial 
planning. In the framework of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, SDG 11 dedicated to 
cities call on urban players to 'support positive economic, social and environmental links between 
urban, per-urban and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning' 
(target 11A). Member States have thus acknowledged, when considering cities, the importance of 
urban-rural linkages and called for an integrated approach to territorial development that would 
consider both urban and rural areas. A call reiterated a year later in Quito, as the NUA insists on the 
importance for territorial planning to work a continuum between urban and rural areas. 

Figure 7 - Peer-to-peer consultation on an urban regeneration 
project in Jakarta/Indonesia 

Figure 8 - Peer-to-peer consultation on a mobility project in 
Chang Mai/Thailand 

Figure 9 - Steps for a peer-to-peer consultation 
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Figure 10 - Pierre-André Périssol, former minister and Chairman of the French Development Agency talking about 
international vision workshops in developing countries 

This side event precisely focused on this necessity to renew territorial planning approaches, turning 
away from the opposition between urban and rural areas to promote and build new solidarities 
between territories, without forgetting 'the fringes', that is peri-urban areas. In the recent years, 
France has developed a number of strategies and tools to enhance integrated territorial planning, 
targeting large cities and their hinterland, intermediary cities, and rural areas. In the framework of 
international cooperation, French players have also supported a number of projects aiming at 
improving urban development processes and fostering positive alliances with their surroundings. In 
this event panellists presented concrete practices contributing to the implementation of the SGDs 
and the NUA. One of the presented practices is ‘Les ateliers’– ‘International workshops of planning 
and urban design’,  a non-profit organization aiming at developing the collective creation of ideas 
that tackle the challenges and processes of everyday city planning and design. LA has been 
organizing for 30 years workshops allowing to bring a fresh look on urban issues, to vary scales, to 
forget administrative boundaries, to rethink territories. See for more www.ateliers.org 

Contact: Veronique Valenzuela (Veronique.alenzuela@ateliers.org), Project Director Les Ateliers 

Key takeaways and recommendations:  

- Affordable but territorially well integrated housing is key for territorial cohesion and justice; 
- Climate Change need fundamental attitude change of societies and their leaders; 
- Investments in infrastructure and urban services need to be rethought and related to 

housing and climate change; 
- Peer-to-peer consultation on urban and territorial projects is a good method for advanced 

capacity strengthening and project delivery;  

http://www.ateliers.org/
mailto:Veronique.alenzuela@ateliers.org
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- Urban-Rural Linkages are key for all Caribbean islands and should be a key component of the 
respective national urban policies, within a framework of integrated territorial planning; 

- Les Ateliers is one of the global players that could assist governments in shaping cutting 
edge future visions for urban and rural areas (together with UN-Habitat’s Urban Lab and 
ISOCARPS Urban Planning Advisory Teams).  

 

Day 4 - Saturday, 10 February 2018 
 

 

Figure 11 - One of the packed WUF-sessions on walkable and slow cities 

On day 4, two high-level roundtables convened and several special sessions, dialogues and side 
events also took place on various themes, including on youth employment, urban labs, affordable 
housing, and access to basic services. At the first roundtable on ‘Urbanization and development: 
investing in the transformative force of cities’, Santana, Minister of Economy, Planning and 
Development, Dominican Republic, described his country’s challenges, which, he noted, are typical 
of small island developing states, such as vulnerability to climate change, and the prevalence of 
informal settlements. He explained that only two levels of government exist in his country – national 
and local – and that several policies now focus on empowering governments at the ‘intermediary’ 
level, and on increasing resilience to environmental factors. Magdalena García Hernández, Director, 
MIRA, Mexico, stressed that productivity also depends on the unpaid reproductive and care work of 
women, drawing attention to ‘the solidarity economy’. Participants made suggestions, including: 
urban leadership training, knowledge exchange among cities, promoting gender equity in public 
leadership, and ensuring accountability at all levels of government, including the fight against 
corruption. The moderator concluded by emphasizing the need to include the young in the 

https://www.ateliers.org/en/
https://unhabitat.org/urban-initiatives/initiatives-programmes/urban-planning-and-design-lab/
https://isocarp.org/activities/upats/
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sustainable urbanization process. At the second roundtable on ‘Integrated territorial approach to 
sustainable development’, the World Bank warned that spatial disparities affect national unity and 
create conflicts and recommended moving from sector-specific solutions to area-specific 
investments that benefit local people. The panellists, highlighting the social exclusion found within 
cities, called for citizen participation, to reflect and integrate on-the-ground realities in planning. 
Many speakers underscored the need for cooperation and amongst all levels of government, as well 
as sectoral integration. Marcelo Cabrera, Mayor of Cuenca, Ecuador, drew attention to his city’s 
encouragement of participatory planning through assemblies where all citizens can vote. Kundhavi 
Kadiresan, Food and Agriculture of the UN, called for better urban-rural linkages and highlighted the 
importance of understanding food and nutrition security in both urban and rural areas, noting that 
the nature of the issue varies in different locations. Some panellists added that coherence between 
the SDGs and NUA can only be achieved when policies are co-produced with citizens, which requires 
political will. Panelists summarized their contributions, highlighting the importance of: people’s 
participation; data collection and analysis; and the horizontal and vertical integration of governance 
structures and planning processes. In a special session on ‘Urban Labs for urban extension and 
urban renewal’, Rogier van den Berg, UN-Habitat, described the work done in UN-Habitat’s Urban 
Labs initiative, including planned urban extension, city center transformation, and urban 
regeneration. He emphasized the importance of evidence-based planning and understanding the 
real challenges, including the regional context. To address urban complexities, other panellists 
highlighted needs for: projects that end poverty and address both wealth and gender inequalities; 
projects that are ‘bankable’ and implementable; stakeholder involvement at all levels; priority 
setting, starting with ‘low-hanging fruit;’ private-sector and financier involvement from the start; 
and a governance structure that outlines exact resource responsibilities. In a second special session 
on ‘Access to basic services for all’, speakers discussed: how basic services can reach the ‘furthest 
first,’ thus focusing on the most vulnerable urban households; mobility challenges and ‘smart 
transport’ technologies, including electric vehicles, bicycle sharing and smart vehicle innovations; 
and the application of technologies such as remote sensing and water point mapping to monitor 
services. In the second panel, a speaker from Argentina described urban expansion patterns that 
lead to socio-spatial fragmentation within and between cities, and highlighted consensus building as 
a key strategy for tackling the phenomenon of structural poverty. Panellists highlighted: partnerships 
between service providers in the transport sector; institutional strengthening at local and national 
levels; partnerships among different departments, and between city authorities and public 
operators; the challenges water utilities face, including intermittent supply, water loss and low 
coverage; and zero-based and integrated approaches to resource use. Participants lamented the 
dearth of financial resources to overcome the challenges. 

Training Event 
 
‘Saving the planet by design: Making urbanisation sustainable by creating humane urban space’, 
organized by INU (Italian National Planning Institute). The NUA focuses on sustainable urbanisation 
as the key to addressing many of the planet's future problems. However, the document does not 
provide sufficient insights into how this goal can be achieved. Density, for example, is advocated as a 
solution to save land and energy; but density in itself, however necessary, cannot be the solution, 
and the proof of this is the dehumanised scale of so many new urban and inner-city developments, 
particularly in the developing world. There is a sense that new urban design patterns must be 
developed in order to reconcile sustainability with the quality of urban life. But these new patterns 
have not yet affirmed themselves in such a way as to usher in a new urban revolution in planning, 
design and practice. The premise of this training event is based on a paradox: to plan for a better 
urban future, it is necessary to look at the past. The training event looked at what was traditionally 
known as a neighbourhood: a part of the city linked to all other parts of the same city, but also 
distinct in terms of character, personality, and culture. In these neighbourhoods, residents often get 
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proud to be associated to them. And a current trait was a vibrant street life, which was a testimonial 
of dynamism and variety on one hand and on the other the best guarantee for security and 
individual attention to other residents' problems and needs. Regardless of the quality of individual 
lodgings and housing units, what counted were the urban spaces everyone enjoyed. Urban spaces 
and public spaces, starting from sidewalks and streets, were the backbone and the living expression 
of the neighbourhood's culture. The main task of the course was to extract from 'neighbourhood 
culture' and its spatial configurations the elements we need to create better and more humane 
urban living environments for tomorrow, thus fulfilling the aspirations enshrined in the NUA.  

 

Figure 12- Prof. Pietro Garau (President INU) teaching urban design criteria to implement the NUA 

Side Event 
 
‘Implementing the New Urban Agenda through National Spatial Planning Policy and Urban Design 
Guidance’ – case of Barbados island, was organized by the Town and Country Planning 
Development Planning Office of Barbados in association with Urban Strategies Inc. The Government 
of Barbados, through the Town and Country Development Planning Office, is undertaking an update 
to their Physical Development Plan (PDP), the document that guides spatial planning in Barbados 
and an important mechanism through which sustainable development is implemented. During the 
preparation of the PDP, Barbados was a participant at the Habitat III conference in Quito, where 
delegates adopted the NUA. The Barbados PDP Amendment provides an early example of how a 
Small Island Developing State (SIDS) has begun to implement the NUA through its urban policy. The 
PDP takes an integrated approach to planning for sustainable urban form in Barbados. It is a policy 
framework that embraces and implements the vision set out in the NUA for an equitable, inclusive 
Nation structured around access to housing, economic opportunities, and the conservation and 
management of the environment. Discussion of the way that this was done in Barbados will be 
helpful to other countries, in particular SIDS, as they implement the NUA in their own contexts. The 
Barbados PDP is primarily related to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal #11 
Sustainable Cities and Communities. The link between the built environment and health was made 
for the first time in planning policy in Barbados, relating to Goal #3 Good Health and Well-being. Due 
to the strong relationship between urban development and clean water in Barbados, the PDP also 
relates to Goal #6 Clean Water and Sanitation. Goal #13 Climate Action, Goal #14 Life Below Water 
and Goal #15 Life on Land are also very relevant. 
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Figure 13 - Mark Cummins, Chief Town Planner of Barbados, explaining the urban sprawl of the last 2 decades 

The debate with the audience revealed both strengths and weaknesses in outsourcing the national 
spatial plan to a highly qualified private consultancy: on one hand the work is done in a very 
professional and dedicated way but the downside is that the planning process risks to become  
rather technocratic and not embedded in a process of political empowerment and home-based 
technical capacity building to live and implement the plan, further compounded by the lack of funds 
and revenue-generating mechanism to finance the transformative projects and measures to make a 
real change. In the case of Barbados (and most other small island states as well) this is illustrated by 
a lack of political and financial leverage to prevent further sprawl in agricultural and natural sensitive 
areas, one of the key drivers of unsustainable development.  

Contacts: Mark Cummins (mark.cummings@townplanning.gov.bb), Chief Town Planner Barbados, 
Ana Iannucci (aianucci@urbanstrategies.com), Associate Urban Strategies Inc. 

Key takeaways and recommendations:  

- The localisation of NUA/SDGs need to result in area-specific and territorially integerated 
projects that address poverty and gender inequalities; projects that are ‘bankable’ and 
implementable; with stakeholder involvement at all levels; priority setting, starting with 
‘low-hanging fruit;’ private-sector and financier involvement from the start; and a 
governance structure that outlines exact resource responsibilities; 

- Basic services need to reach the ‘furthest first,’ thus focusing on the most vulnerable urban 
households; mobility challenges and ‘smart transport’ technologies, including electric 
vehicles, bicycle sharing and smart vehicle innovations; and the application of technologies 
such as remote sensing and water point mapping to monitor services; 

- Partnerships between service providers in the transport sector; institutional strengthening 
at local and national levels; partnerships among different departments, and between city 
authorities and public operators;  

mailto:aianucci@urbanstrategies.com
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- Need for innovative financialization of urban service delivery and implementation of plans 
and projects; 

- Strengthening In-house territorial planning and urban design/placemaking capacities and 
empowering local and national governments to lead the change needed to reverse 
unsustainable urbanization and mobility patterns; 

- Organize peer-to-peer learning with Barbados and other island-states engaging in the 
implementation of the NUA. 

 

Day 5 - Sunday, 11 February 2018 

 

 
Figure 14 - Entrance corridor of WUF9 Conference Center 
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Discussions continued on Sunday, with participants crowding into a special session on ‘smart cities’. 
Two high-level roundtables convened, while stakeholder consultations, dialogues and networking 
events took place alongside special sessions on urban disaster recovery, urban data, and urban 
mobility with safe and accessible transport for all. 

In the opening remarks of the first roundtable on ‘Innovative governance for open and inclusive 
cities’, Mohammad Mentek, Secretary General, Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local 
Government, Malaysia, highlighted his government’s establishment of 14 Urban Transformation 
Centres that are providing low-cost, rapid and high-impact public services close to where citizens live 
and work. Dieter Zinnbauer, Transparency International, offered three avenues to address the trust 
deficit and to tackle corruption, including: visibility of budget, tender and contract processes; 
transparency of real estate ownership to avoid money laundering; and simple feedback mechanisms, 
such as service-rating stations at airports and hospitals.  

At the second roundtable on ‘Sustainable urban development for peace and security’, Kevin 
Nelson, US Agency for International Development, described a programme that seeks to tackle crime 
by redesigning public spaces in Latin America. Emilia Sáiz, Secretary-General, United Cities and Local 
Governments, drew attention to ‘Madrid’s commitment to peaceful cities’ and its emphasis on 
violence prevention. Lana Louise Finikin, Sistren Theatre Collective, Jamaica, said that grassroots 
women groups have been working in urban violence prevention for decades with proven results, and 
they should be included in the policy-making process.  
During the special session on ‘Smart cities and the growing role of frontier technologies in 
sustainable urbanisation’ audience members raised questions and concerns around the impact of 
technology, and particularly artificial intelligence, on human lives. A representative of the Workers 
and Trade Unions Major Group highlighted that, for workers, efficiency and automation often 
resulted in unemployment. The panel ended by reiterating their definition of a smart city, with some 
saying it is an ‘ecosystem’ that goes beyond technology to create a city that attracts and retains 
people by improving their lives, and others stressing that the term must also include resilience and 
inclusivity. At the session ‘Restoring hope: building back cities and communities together after 
disaster’, Robert Glasser, UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, noted that lack of 
knowledge and financial capacity leads to disaster vulnerability – gaps that can be filled through 
implementing the Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction. Panelists highlighted the 
importance of conducting training schemes for masons and engineers, and enabling affected 
populations to actively participate in rebuilding their communities following a disaster. Many 
underscored the importance of disaster preparedness. Audience members called for the inclusion of 
grassroots leaders, and particularly women, in disaster recovery, emphasizing their roles as agents of 
change. In the session on ‘Data for sustainable urban development’, panellists presented different 
tools and approaches for capturing urban data, including: Malaysia’s national spatial I-Plan database 
and its requirement for consistent data collection. At the fourth and last special session on ‘Urban 
mobility and safe and accessible transport for all’, François Bausch, Minister of Sustainable 
Development and Infrastructure, Luxembourg, described the holistic transit system under 
construction in his country, noting that its multi-modal hubs will provide connectivity with different 
types of transport. Speakers presented the benefits of alternative forms of transport, including 
cycling and cable cars. The European Cyclists’ Federation noted that cycling alleviates two of the four 
major causes of non-communicable diseases: air pollution and sedentary lifestyles. Several panellists 
underscored the need for data collection on both formal and informal transit systems, which, they 
explained, will be necessary for policy development. In a closing discussion facilitated by Mark 
Major, Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport, panellists from Kathmandu, the Institute 
for Transportation and Development Policy, and the Dar Rapid Transit Agency (DART) outlined policy 
recommendations, highlighting capacity building and financing needs to scale up sustainable 
transport options. 
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Training Event 

‘Addressing Food Systems Through Urban Policy, Planning and Action’, organized by Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), UN-Habitat and ICLEI. The NUA addresses the need for “integrating 
food security and nutritional needs of urban residents in urban and territorial planning…” (par.123) 
and encourages the “generation of evidence-based and practical guidance for the implementation of 

the NUA” (par. 128). Local 
and national governments 
are increasingly calling for 
support to foster sustainable 
food systems in urban areas, 
and their surrounding rural 
areas, for addressing the 
local food security and 
nutrition challenges. The 
objective of this training was 
to provide an overview and 
simulation of food systems 
planning and ascertain 
demand for support and 
focus. The event builds upon 
the recommendations from 
the two cross-cutting expert 
group meetings on 

“Integrating Food Security and Nutrition into Urban and Territorial Planning” held in 2016-2017 in 
New York City by FAO in collaboration with Habitat III Secretariat. The first session provided an 
overview of the urgency of implementing i) food system planning by local governments highlighting 
today’s evidence, and ii) an introduction of the conceptual systemic approach to food for urban and 
territorial policies and planning. Session 2 was on ‘Food systems planning in action’. It showcased 
some FAO and partners’ work on food systems planning, related tools, key results, and subsequent 
lessons learnt. Themes covered included: 1) food systems assessment; 2) food governance, policy 
and planning; 3) translocal collaboration. Session 3: ‘Food systems planning for your city’. Using 
examples of ongoing city approaches (case studies), the participants explored/simulated concrete 
ways for integrating food security and nutrition in their city policies, planning and actions including 
assessment, identification of priorities and development of strategies. This session included work in 
small groups and plenary discussion. 

 
Key takeaways and recommendations:  

- Smart city, with some saying it is an ‘ecosystem’ that goes beyond technology to create a 
city that attracts and retains people by improving their lives, and others stressing that the 
term must also include resilience and inclusivity; 

- Importance of disaster preparedness and conducting training schemes for masons and 
engineers, and enabling affected populations to actively participate in rebuilding their 
communities following a disaster; 

- Walking and cycling alleviates two of the four major causes of non-communicable diseases: 
air pollution and sedentary lifestyles; 

- Capacity building and innovative financing needed to scale up sustainable transport options; 
- Food city planning will restore broken links between urban and rural communities. 

Figure 15 - Urban Farming project in Kuala Lumpur 
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Day 6 - Monday, 12 February 2018 

 

On Monday, many special sessions took place, as well as dialogues, stakeholder meetings and side 
events. Participants discussed inclusive multi-stakeholder partnerships, settlements for displaced 
persons, and food security through urban-rural linkages in the morning, and urban ecological 
landscapes, civic engagement, and ‘housing for all’ in the afternoon.  
At the special session on ‘Inclusive multi-stakeholder partnerships’, panellists identified the 
importance of: informing those advocating for change how they can influence policy; seeing ‘who is 
missing’ from the conversation; providing access to data to all different levels of stakeholders; 
translating ‘policy speak’ for people on the ground; and co-creating a common vision with all 
relevant stakeholders and committing jointly to its implementation. Panellists highlighted gaps in 
current practices, including: understanding how to transition from advocacy to implementation; 
jointly identifying priorities in order to co-produce the agenda for change; laying a foundation of 
horizontal decision-making platforms; managing people’s natural inclination towards linear and 
hierarchical approaches; prioritizing open communication between decision makers and their 
communities, which engenders trust; and using knowledge and data to provide an evidence base for 
decision makers to act. During the ensuing discussion, participants debated the possibilities for: 
tackling ideological asymmetries among stakeholders; strengthening self-organized groups and 
finding the resources to scale up their actions; and ensuring partnerships deliver on their original 
mandates. During second session on ‘Urban-rural linkages: territorial development and food 
security’, panellists underscored challenges to ensuring food security in both urban and rural areas, 
and offered strategies, including: establishing public-private-producer partnerships, where farmers 
work directly with investors; enhancing cooperatives to integrate farmers into formal value chains; 
changing consumer behaviour to reduce excess consumption; and introducing participatory 
processes to include farmers, especially women farmers, in urban planning, as they are often 
displaced by urban expansion. The session ‘Urban ecological landscapes: achieving urban health 
addressing climate change’ highlighted connections between the built environment, ecosystems 
and ‘the urban metabolism,’ and discussed how landscapes can serve as a practical and effective 
interface between them. Raf Tuts, UN-Habitat, called for developing the symbiosis between nature 
and the city, including through bringing ‘blue’ and ‘green corridors’ into the city, working across 
traditional practitioner silos. Esa Ahmad, Malaysia, described his government’s aim to develop 
liveable cities through ecological landscape approaches, including a policy setting the minimum 
standard of two hectares of green area within easy access of every 1,000 people. Mauricio Rodas, 
Mayor of Quito, Ecuador described his city’s rich biodiversity and wide range of ecosystems 
protected by a robust regulatory framework. He highlighted ambitious initiatives to plant over one 
million trees a year and to invest in innovative modes of low-carbon public transport. Martina Otto, 
UN Environment, reminded participants of the burden placed on natural resources by increased 
urbanization. She urged compact, connected and mixed-use cities that utilize nature to improve 
human resilience, with links to nature through natural corridors. Participants posed questions about 
what innovative solutions can resolve the tensions between rapid urbanization and conserving 
natural ecosystems, and on whether baseline information on natural ecosystems within cities is 
available. A youth representative called for involving young people in discussions and trusting the 
next generation to develop innovative solutions that will consider nature as part of the urban 
landscape. At the session on ‘Civic engagement and participation’, Iye Moakofi, City of Francistown 
Council, Botswana, emphasized her country’s political will to implement the SDGs and NUA, and the 
Government’s creation of a national multi-stakeholder urban habitat committee and national 
steering committee on the SDGs. Mariana Alegre Escorza, Director, Ocupa Tu Calle, Peru, described a 
bottom-up initiative that created a public space in Lima. She said small-scale initiatives and 
organizations that link communities with other actors are important for implementing the NUA. 
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Networking Event 
 
‘Leading Change: Using the IG-UTP to implement the NUA’, organized by the South African Local 
Government Association, UN-Habitat, South African Department of Human Settlements, 
Government of France and Government of Japan. The NUA identifies urban planning as a vital field 
of action to deliver sustainable and inclusive cities and human settlements. The International 
Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning (IGUTP) prepared by UN Habitat are a key 
implementation tool for delivery of the NUA as recognized in paragraph 93 of the Quito Declaration. 
The IG-UTP also provide an essential framework for realization of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, in particular for Goal 11. The desired outcomes of the NUA have been agreed: how do 
planning systems and practices now need to respond to deliver them? At this event a major new 
publication, ‘Leading Change: Delivering the New Urban Agenda through Urban and Territorial 
Planning’ was launched and presented by its main author, Cliff Hague. The principles set out in the 
IGUTP are a framework to guide national government, local government, civil society and the 
planning profession in delivering sustainable urbanization and the NUA. The book takes a global 
perspective and explains how planning is being, and must be, transformed to address 21st century 
challenges such as climate change, informal development, urban-rural relations, inclusion and 
gender equality. Crucially, if focuses on measures that benefit people rather than systems and puts 
human rights at the centre of a new approach to planning practice. It emphasises integrating urban 
and territorial planning with infrastructure and with budgets and makes a strong case for 
understanding business needs and working in partnership with civil society organisations.  
 

 

Figure 16 - Cliff Hague presenting 'Leading Change' book 

Key takeaways and recommendations:  

- Growing recognition and importance of informing those advocating for change how they can 
influence policy; seeing ‘who is missing’ from the conversation; providing access to data to 

https://unhabitat.org/books/leading-change-delivering-the-new-urban-agenda-through-urban-and-territorial-planning/
https://unhabitat.org/books/leading-change-delivering-the-new-urban-agenda-through-urban-and-territorial-planning/
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all different levels of stakeholders; translating ‘policy speak’ for people on the ground; and 
co-creating a common vision with all relevant stakeholders and committing jointly to its 
implementation; 

- Understanding how to transition from advocacy to implementation; jointly identifying 
priorities in order to co-produce the agenda for change; laying a foundation of horizontal 
decision-making platforms; managing people’s natural inclination towards linear and 
hierarchical approaches; prioritizing open communication between decision makers and 
their communities, which engenders trust; and using knowledge and data to provide an 
evidence base for decision makers to act; 

- Developing the symbiosis between nature and the city, including through bringing ‘blue’ and 
‘green corridors’ into the city, working across traditional practitioner silos; 

- Small-scale initiatives and organizations that link communities with other actors are 
important for implementing the NUA; 

- The International Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning provides a major tool to 
implement the NUA. 

 

Day 7 - Tuesday, 13 February 2018 
 

On the last day of the conference, a final series of networking and side events took place before the 
closing ceremony ending with the ‘Kuala Lumpur declaration on cities 2030’.  The Declaration was 
drafted during WUF9 by an advisory group that included representatives of the host country and 
UN-Habitat. The Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Cities 2030 calls for accelerating NUA implementation 
by promoting and adopting: • frameworks for implementation, inclusive platforms for dialogue 
amongst all stakeholders, integrated territorial development and diversified means of 
implementation; • governance and partnerships that engage all levels of governments to ensure co-
responsibility in activities, and that promote multi-stakeholder constituency-based coalitions to use 
the NUA to respond to urban crises; and • innovative solutions that foster a culture of creativity, 
implement monitoring and data collection including of community-generated data, create an 
enabling environment through municipal and other financing; and adopt accessibility and universal 
design as core principles. The Declaration calls for further developing the role of UN-Habitat as a 
focal point in the UN system to support countries and mobilization of stakeholders in the 
implementation, follow-up and review of the NUA. The full text of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration is 
available in Annex 1. 



 
Report on WUF 9 

18 

 

Figure 17 – Closing ceremony with announcement of the next World Urban Forum 2020 in Abu Dhabi 

 

Final Observations & Recommendations 
 

- This WUF was one the largest gatherings of urban and territorial professionals and decision 
makers, only second to the Habitat III UN-Conference in Quito two years ago; 

- This WUF is the first global gathering to take stock of the awareness around and start to 
implement the NUA, the first UN declaration on the urbanization challenges ahead; 

- This WUF proved that the NUA provides a powerful global platform to start monitor a new 
pathway towards a more sustainable urbanization, including taking better care of natural 
eco-systems and rural food-production areas; 

- This WUF also emphasized the growing need for ‘spatialy awhere’ or ‘territorially integrated’ 
approaches, replacing the old-style sectoral approaches that led to silo-thinking and 
handling of problems related the complex field of ‘urbanization’. It is indeed important to 
look at infrastructure and urban service delivery in a more holistic and territorial integrated 
way, combined, for instance, with housing, public transport, public spaces, parks, etc.  

- Although the world community was well presented in Kuala Lumpur, the Latin American and 
Caribbean region was not very visible on the main stage, which was dominated by Asian, 
African and European states and cities. Nevertheless, there were quite a few interesting 
networking and side events organized and animated by LAC partners; 

- Within the LAC sphere it is key to engage with other global and regional partners (ECLAC and 
MINURVI in particular) on the further implementation of the NUA/SDG11 – in particular by 
joining the Regional and Subregional Implementation Plans for LAC, as well by engaging in 
the LAC Urban and Cities Platform as well upcoming Caribbean Urban Forum (June 2018); 

- Although the Caribbean engagement is most visible through the Spanish speaking 
communities, it is highly recommended that also the English and Dutch speaking 
communities step up their engagement for a coordinated Caribbean effort to make a real 
change beyond declarations and; 
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- Caribbean island states should start preparation for the next WUF, in 2020, in Abu Dhabi – 
the capital of a country (UAE) that is already planning for an investing in ‘post-oil’ 
development, also outside the ME-region (e.g. by preparing ‘urban investment cahiers’); 

- Meanwhile some of the upcoming regional and global conferences can be used as stepping 
stones towards WUF10 – see List of upcoming events in Annex 2. 

 

END 

 

Figure 18 - New cycle paths were painted in Kuala Lumpur at the occasion of WUF9 
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Annex 1 

KUALA LUMPUR DECLARATION ON CITIES 2030 
 

We, the participants of the Ninth session of the World Urban Forum — representing  national, 

subnational and local governments, parliamentarians, civil society, older persons, women, 

youth, children, persons with disabilities, grassroots groups, indigenous peoples and local 

communities, private sector, foundations and philanthropies, international and regional 

organizations, academia, professionals and other relevant stakeholders — gathered in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia, to localize and scale up the implementation of the New Urban Agenda as 

an accelerator to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Led by a strong spirit of collaboration, creativity and innovation, we share our aspirations for 

the future of Cities 2030 as the Cities for all where no-one and no place is left behind. 

To this end, we call for the deployment of all efforts, means and resources available towards 

the operationalization of the concept of cities for all, ensuring that all inhabitants, of present 

and future generations, without discrimination of any kind, are able to inhabit and produce just, 

safe, healthy, accessible, affordable, resilient and sustainable cities and human settlements to 

foster prosperity and quality of life for all.  

We believe that global, regional, national and local implementation frameworks of the New 

Urban Agenda being formulated since its adoption should be supported by key enablers capable 

of unlocking positive transformation, such as:  

• Strengthening the role of subnational and local governments, urban governance systems 

that ensure continuous dialogue among different levels of government and participation 

of all actors, and increasing multilevel and cross-sectoral coordination, transparency 

and accountability. 

• Encouraging sharing of creative solutions and innovative practices which enable a shift 

in mindset necessary to drive change. 

• Building inclusive partnerships and strengthening age and gender responsive 

environments to ensure meaningful participation and engagement at all levels. 

• Adopting integrated territorial development, including through appropriate urban 

planning and design instruments, to ensure sustainable management and use of natural 

resources and land, appropriate compactness and density, diversity of uses, and 

revitalization of cultural heritage.  

• Deploying monitoring and reporting mechanisms, including assessment of impacts, that 

encourage best practices for effective policy making. 

 

We draw attention to the persistent challenges faced by our cities and human settlements, such 

as:  

• Limited opportunities and mechanisms for youth, women and grassroots organizations, 

as well as other civil society organizations, local, subnational and national 

governments, international and regional bodies to work together in planning, 

implementation and monitoring; 



 
Report on WUF 9 

21 

• Inequitable access to the city, including to decent jobs, public space, affordable and 

adequate housing and security of land tenure, safe, efficient and accessible public 

transport and mobility systems, infrastructure and other basic services and goods that 

cities offer;  

• Insufficient protection from human rights violations, including forced evictions, and 

inadequate inclusion of people living in poverty, persons with disabilities and other 

disadvantaged groups in urban planning, design, and legislation processes; 

• Gender inequalities in urban economic and leaderships spheres.  

We recognize that today we face emerging challenges that require urgent actions, including: 

• Recognizing that crises are increasingly urban, which calls for inclusive urbanization 

tools adapted to local contexts and to the nature of natural and human made disasters 

and conflicts, as well as to guide humanitarian assistance, fast track recovery, and 

contribute to building and sustaining peace.  

• Managing the complexities of increased migration into cities, at all levels, leveraging 

positive contributions of all and using more inclusive planning approaches that 

facilitate social cohesion and create economic opportunities;  

• Understanding the impact of new technologies and potential of open and accessible 

data, which require governance and design models that help to ensure no one is left 

behind;  

• Addressing growing social and cultural inequalities, lack of access to economic 

opportunities, that are increasingly manifested in cities. 

• Responding to environmental degradation and climate change concerns. 

Actionable recommendations 

We, the participants of the WUF9, leveraging the advantage of the Forum, which convenes 

thousands of decision makers, key actors, stakeholders and communities, generated a wealth 

of ideas. 

We encourage the acceleration of the implementation of the New Urban Agenda through: 

Frameworks  

1. Encourage the formulation of implementation frameworks for the New Urban Agenda 

at all levels, including monitoring mechanisms, providing a coordinated space for an 

effective contribution from all stakeholders, aligning to the efforts and actions of the 

2030 Agenda and other international, regional, national, subnational and local 

development frameworks.  

2. Support the creation and consolidation of inclusive platforms and agendas for dialogue 

among all levels of government, decision makers and stakeholders such as regional, 

national and local Urban Forums and committees that can strengthen policy review and 

assessment of impacts. These can also foster exchange of experiences and cooperation, 

as well as scaling up voluntary commitments and actions from all partners.  
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3. Further develop and advocate for integrated territorial development, which includes 

integration of sectoral policies, institutions and investment; integration among the 

different spheres of government; spatial integration across the urban-rural continuum; 

improved coordination across actors; and enhanced alignment of national, subnational 

and local policies with international agendas. 

4. Adapt innovative and robust mechanisms for the diversification and expansion of the 

means of implementation, to cater for complex and integrated approaches promoted by 

the New Urban Agenda. Technological innovations and improvements, research, 

capacity building, technical assistance and partnership development, among others, 

may require enhanced resourcing. 

Governance and partnerships 

5. Adopt multiple collaborative governance mechanisms that actively engage national, 

subnational and local governments, all groups of society, including youth, women and 

grassroots organizations and particularly the excluded, vulnerable and disadvantaged 

groups. This work in solidarity is critical to promote more buy-in and co-responsibility 

in the activities towards sustainable urban development, and to ensure the sustainability 

of the results. 

6. Promote multi-stakeholder constituency-based coalitions to use the implementation of 

the New Urban Agenda to better prevent, prepare, and respond to urban crises. 

Innovative solutions 

7. Foster a culture of creativity and innovation to be embedded in the way cities and 

human settlements operate.  

8. Develop monitoring and data collection mechanisms, including community generated 

data, to enhance availability of information and disaggregated and comparable data at 

city, functional urban areas and community levels. This would promote informed and 

evidence-based decision making and policy formulation, assessing progress and impact 

at all levels. 

9. Create an enabling environment and develop capacities for scaling up of good practices 

including municipal finance, sustainable private and public investments in urban 

development and job creation, and generating value while advancing the public good. 

10. Adopt accessibility and universal design as core principles into national, subnational 

and local action plans for implementing the New Urban Agenda through inclusive, 

accessible and participatory processes and consultations. 

 

We, the participants of the Ninth Session of the World Urban Forum, recognize the value of 

the Forum convened by UN-Habitat as an inclusive platform to collect inputs from a broad 

range of stakeholders and to feed these into annual and quadrennial reporting on progress in 

the implementation of the New Urban Agenda. 

We call to further develop the role of UN-Habitat as a focal point in the United Nations system 

to support all countries and mobilization of stakeholders in the implementation, follow up and 

review of the New Urban Agenda, including through scaled up normative support. 
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We thank the Government of Malaysia, the City of Kuala Lumpur, and UN-Habitat for 

organizing the Forum, and commit to provide continuous cooperation to the next hosts, the 

Government of the United Arab Emirates and the city of Abu Dhabi. 

Kuala Lumpur, 13 February 2018 
 

Annex 2 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  
 

• URBAN FUTURE global conference: The conference anticipates 3000 participants from 400 cities 
around the world, including mayors, architects, mobility experts, city planners, scientists, 
sustainability managers, environmentalists, innovation experts and many more. dates: 28 
February-2 March 2018 contact: UFGC secretariat email: hello@urbanfuture.org location: Messe 
Wien, Exhibition and Congress Center, Vienna, Austria www: https://www.urban-future.org/  

• Cities and Climate Change Science Conference: This meeting is organized by a group of 
international, urban and scientific organizations, including UN-Habitat, UN Environment, Cities 
Alliance, ICLEI, Future Earth, the Sustainable Development Solutions Network and UCLG. The 
event will bring together representatives from national, city and regional governments, the 
academia, research organizations, and urban and climate change practitioners. Its outcomes are 
anticipated to inform the upcoming Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports, and 
support cities and citizens in building low-carbon, climate-resilient and sustainable cities towards 
the implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate change, the NUA and the SDGs. dates: 5-
7 March 2018 contact: CitiesIPCC organizing team email: info@citiesipcc. org location: 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada www: http://www. citiesipcc.org/  

• 51st Session of the Commission on Population and Development (CPD 51): CPD 51 will convene 
under the theme, ‘Sustainable cities, human mobility and international migration’. The 
Commission assists ECOSOC by: arranging for studies and advising the Council on various topics 
related to population and development; monitoring, reviewing and assessing the 
implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development at the national, regional and global levels; and providing appropriate 
recommendations to the Council on the basis of an integrated consideration of the reports and 
issues related to the implementation of the Programme of Action. dates: 9-13 April 2018 
contact: ECOSOC location: New York City, US www: 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/ commission/sessions/2018/index.shtml 

• Resilient Cities 2018: Organized by ICLEI, the Annual Global Forum on Urban Resilience and 
Adaptation is the global platform for urban resilience and climate change adaptation. The 
Resilient Cities 2018 Congress will review the state of urban resilience and local implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. dates: 26-28 April 2018 contact: ICLEI – Local 
Governments for Sustainability location: Bonn, Germany phone: +49-228/976299-28 email: 
resilient.cities@ iclei.org www: https://resilientcities2018.iclei.org/  

• ICLEI World Congress 2018: The ICLEI World Congress 2018 will assemble more than 1200 local, 
regional and national governments, international agencies, researchers and private sector actors 
from around the world, with the aim of designing innovative ideas to steer the global urban 
agenda and strengthen collective action on sustainability worldwide. dates: 19-22 June 2018 
contact: ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability phone: +49228/97629900 email: 
world.congress@iclei.org www: https://worldcongress2018.iclei.org/  

https://resilientcities2018.iclei.org/
https://worldcongress2018.iclei.org/
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• 1st World Forum Intermediary Cities: The UCLG Forum on Intermediary Cities is a consultation 
and policy development process that culminates in an event every two ears. The Forum process 
is led by the city of Chefchouen and supported by a core structure of pilot intermediary cities. 
dates: 5-7 July 2018 location: Chefchouen, Morocco contact: UCLG email: 
intermediarycities@uclg.org www: www.uclg.org World Cities Summit 2018:  

• The World Cities Summit is a platform for government leaders and industry experts to address 
liveable and sustainable city challenges, share integrated urban solutions and forge new 
partnerships. Jointly organized by Singapore’s Centre for Liveable Cities and Urban 
Redevelopment Authority, key highlights of the Summit include the Lee Kuan Yew World City 
Prize, and the annual World Cities Summit Mayors Forum. dates: 8-12 July 2018 location: Marina 
Bay Sands, Singapore contact: World Cities Summit Secretariat phone: +6565428660 email: 
info@ worldcities.com.sg www: http://www.worldcitiessummit.com.sg  

• HLPF 2018: The sixth session of the HLPF, convening under the auspices of ECOSOC, will take 
place from 9-18 July 2018. The theme of HLPF 2018 will be: ‘Transformation towards sustainable 
and resilient societies’. HLPF 2018 will review SDG 6 on water, SDG 7 on energy, SDG 11 on 
sustainable cities, SDG 12 on responsible consumption and production, SDG 15 on life on land, 
and SDG 17 on means of implementation. dates: 9-18 July 2018 contact: UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs location: New York City, US www: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ hlpf/2018  

• High-Level International Forum on Sustainable Urban Development 2018: This forum is 
organized by UN-Habitat and the China Center for Urban Development (CCUD) to discuss SDG 
implementation and provide an open platform for sharing good practice. dates: 21-22 July 2018 
location: Chengdu, China contact: Guan Jing, International Cooperation Division, CCUD email: 
ganjing@ccud.org.cn  phone: +86-106853-1705 fax: 86-10-6853-1719 www: www.ccud.org.cn 

• International Forum on Healthy City and Sustainable Urban Development: This forum is 
organized by the World Health Organization and the China Center for Urban Development 
(CCUD) to discuss challenges in urbanization and the development of healthy cities, share 
principles and good practices, and promote cooperation. dates: September 2018 location: 
Guangzhou, China contact: Guan Jing, International Cooperation Division, CCUD email: 
ganjing@ccud.org.cn  phone: +86-10-6853-1705 fax: 86-10-6853-1719 www: www. ccud.org.cn 

• World Habitat Day: This UN day is annually celebrated on the first Monday of October to reflect 
on the state of human settlements and people’s right to sufficient shelter. It also aims to remind 
people that they are responsible for the habitat of future next generations. date: 1 October 2018 
www: http:// www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/ location: worldwide  

• World Cities Day: The United Nations has designated every 31st of October as World Cities Day. 
The Day is expected to greatly promote the international community’s interest in global 
urbanization, push forward cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and 
addressing challenges of urbanization, and contributing to sustainable urban development 
around the world. date: 31 October 2018 www:  https:// unhabitat.org/wcd/ location: 
worldwide  

• World Urban Forum 10 – 2020: WUF10 in 2020 will provide a platform for global leaders to 
share expertise on the global challenges we face in urban development and the innovative ways 
we can overcome them. The forum will focus on how the world can achieve sustainable 
development goals to meet global standards of the New Urban Agenda. UN-Habitat chose Abu 
Dhabi as an important region to host the forum, following its experience of rapid urbanization in 
recent years. dates: TBD location: Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

http://www.ccud.org.cn/

